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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will lepiace all piioi versions, and listings, of claims in the application., 
Any claims that have been canceled aie to be considered canceled without piejudice as to theii- 

lesnbmission: 

Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-2 (Canceled) 

3., (Previously piesented) A paiison pinching system for attaching to fiist and second mold 
halves, each mold half having fiist and second cavities, the system comprising: 

a first pinch bar' for attaching to the fiist cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bai' of 
the first cavity of the first mold half having a surface and a protrusion that extends fi'om the 
surface; 

a first pinch bai^ fox attaching to the second cavity of the first mold half; the first pinch bai 
of the second cavity of the Gist mold half having a surface and a piotiusion that extends fiom the 
surface; 

a second pinch bar for attaching to the fiist cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar of the first cavity of the second mold half having a surface and a piotusion that 
extends fiom the surface; and 

a second pinch bai foi attaching to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bai' of the second cavity of the second mold half having a surface and a piotiusion that 
extends fiom the surface, 

wherein the piotiusion of the fiist pinch bai' of the fiist cavity of the first mold half and 

the protrusion of the second pinch bai of the fii st cavity of the second mold half ar e 
positioned for pinching a parison when the fiist and second mold halves close, and 

the piotiusion of the fiist pinch bai of the second cavity of the first mold half and the 
pi otiusion of the second pinch bai* of the second cavity of the second mold half aie positioned foi 
pinching a paiison when the first and second mold halves close, and 
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wheieiii each of the piotinsions further compiises: a fiist side sinface; a second side 
surface; and a flat surface that intersects the iBrst and second side surfaces 

wher ein each fiat suiface is substantially parallel to an inner mold face of each pinch bar's 
respective mold half. 

4 (Previously presented) A paiison pinching system for attaching to first and second mold 
halves, each mold half having first and second cavities, the system comprising: 

a first pinch bar for attaching to the first cavity of the first mold half; the first pinch bar of 
the first cavity of the first mold half having a surface and a protrusion that extends fi:om the 
surface; 

a first pinch bar for attaching to the second cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bar 
of the second cavity of the first mold half having a suiface and a pr otrusion that extends fiom the 
surface; 

a second pinch bar for* attaching to the first cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar- of the first cavity of the second mold half having a sur face and a pr otusion that 
extends fiom the sur face; and 

a second pinch bai' for attaching to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar of the second cavity of the second mold tialf having a surface and a protrusion that 
extends fiom the surface, 

wher-ein the protrusion of the first pinch bar of the first cavity of tlie first mold half and 

the pr otrusion of the second pinch bar of the fir st cavity of the second mold half are 
positioned for pinching a parison when the first and second mold halves close, and 

the pr ottusion of the fir st pinch bar of the second cavity of the first mold half and the 
pr otrusion of the second pinch bar of the second cavity of the second mold half ar e positioned for- 
pinching a parison when the first and second mold halves close, and 

wherein each of the protrusions further comprises: a first side surface; a second side 
suiface; and a flat surface that intersects the first and second side surfaces, and 

wherein each flat suiface is substantially coplanar to or extends beyond an irmer mold 
face of each pinch bar's respective mold half., 
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5 , (Previously piesented) A paiison pinching system fbi attaching to fiist and second mold 
halves, each mold half having fiist and second cavities, the system comptising: 

a first pinch bai- for attaching to the fii^t cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bai' of 
the fust cavity of the fiist mold half having a suiface and a protrusion that extends fiom the 
suiface; 

a first pinch bar- for attaching to the second cavity of the first mold half, the fust pinch bar' 
of the second cavity of the fiist mold half having a suiface and a piotiusion that extends fiom the 
suiface; 

a second pinch bar for attaching to the first cavity of the second mold half; the second 
pinch bai' of the first cavity of the second mold half having a suiface and a protiusion that 
extends fiom the suiface; and 

a second pinch bai for attaching to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bai' of the second cavity of the second mold half having a smface and a piotiusion that 
extends fiom the smface, 

whei ein the piotiusion of the first pinch bar' of the fii st cavity of the first mold half and 

the protiusion of the second pinch bai of the fiist cavity of the second mold half are 
positioned foi' pinching a paiison when the fii'st and second mold halves close, and 

the piotiusion of the fiist pinch bai of the second cavity of the fiist mold half and the 
protiusion of the second pinch bai of the second cavity of the second mold half aie positioned for 
pinching a paiison when the first and second mold halves close, and 

wheiein each of the piotiusions fijithei compiises: a fiist side suiface; a second side 
smface; and a flat suiface that intersects the first and second side smf aces, and 

wheiein a cross-section of each of the piotiusions is a truncated tiiangle. 

6 (Canceled) 

7,. (Previously piesented) A paiison pinching system foi attaching to fiist and second mold 
halves, each mold half having first and second cavities, the system compiising: 
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. a fiist pinch bar for attaching to the fust cavity of the first mold half, the fu st pinch bai" of 
the first cavity of the fiist mold half having a suifiace and a piottusion that extends fiom the 
suiface; 

a fir st pinch bai- for attaching to the second cavity of the fiist mold half i the fit st pinch bai' 
of the second cavity of the first mold half having a surface and a protrusion that extends fiom the 
suiface; 

a second pinch bat foi' attaching to the first cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar of the first cavity of the second mold half having a surface and a protrusion that 
extends fiom the suiface; and 

avsecond pmch bai for attaching to the second cavity of the second mold half, the secorid 
pinch bai of the second cavity of the second mold half having a suiface and a piotiusion that 
extends fiom the surface, 

wher ein the pr otiusion of the first pinch bai of the fir st cavity of the first mold half and 

the prottusion of the second pinch bai" of the fir st cavity of the second mold half ar e 
positioned for pinching a paiison when the fir st and second mold halves close, and 

the protrusion of the fiist pinch bat of the second cavity of the first mold half and the 
pr otrusion of the second pinch bai' of the second cavity of the second mold half aie positioned for 
pinching a parison when the first and second mold halves close, and 

wher ein the system is a component of a dual paiison pinching system., 

Claims 8-9 (Canceled) 

10 . (Previously presented) A paiison pinching system for attaching to first and second mold 
halves, each mold half having first and second cavities, the system comprising: 

a first pinch bar for attaching to the first cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bai of 
the first cavity of the first mold half having a suiface and a protrusion that extends fiom the 
suiface; 
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a filst pinch bai foi" attaching to the second cavity of the fir st mold half^ the fii st pinch bai' 
of the second cavity of the fii^t mold half having a smface and a protmsion that extends fiom the 
suiface; 

a second pinch bai^ for attaching to the fitst cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar of the fii st cavity of the second mold half having a suiface and a pr otrusion that 
extends from the sutfiace; and 

a second pinch bar for attaching to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar of the second cavity of the second mold half having a smface and a protrusion that 
extends fiom the surface, 

wher ein the protrusion of the fir st pinch bar of the first cavity of the fir st mold half and 

the pr otrusion of the second pinch bar of the fir st cavity of the second mold half are 
positioned for pinching a paiison when the first and second mold halves close, and 

the protrusion of the fir st pinch bar' of the second cavity of the first mold half and the 
prottusion of the second pinch bai- of the second cavity of the second mold half are positioned for" 
pinching a paiison when the first and second mold halves close, and 

wherein each of the protrusions further' comprises: a first side surface; a second side 
suiface; and a flat suiface that intersects the first and second side surfaces, and wherein the 
flat surface has a width of about 0.008-0.010 inches,. 

11. (Original) The parison pinching system of claim 10, wherein the flat suiface has a width of 
about 0,.009 inches. 

Claims 12-13 (Canceled) 

14. (Previously presented) An apparatus comprising: 
a mold having first and second halves; 

a first pinch bar' attached to the first cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bar' of the 
first cavity of the first mold half having a surfiace and a protrusion that extends fiom the surface; 
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a fiist pinch bar attached to the second cavity of the fiist mold half, the fiist pinch bar of 
the second cavity of the fii st mold half having a suiface and a piotmsion that extends fi om the 
suiface; 

a second pinch bai attached to the first cavity of the second mold half; the second pinch 
bai of the first cavity of the second mold half having a smface and a protrusion that extends fiom 
the surface; and 

a second pinch bai' attached to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch, bar of the second cavity of the second mold half having a smface and a pi otiusion that 
extends fiom the smface, 

wheiein the piotiusit^n of the fiist pinch bai' of the first cavity of the fiist mold half and 
the protrusion of the second pinch bai of the fir st cavity of the second mold half ai e positioned 
for pinching apaiison when the first and second mold halves close, and the protrusion of the first 
pinch bar' of the second cavity of the fir st mold half and the protrusion of the second pinch bar of 
the second cavity of the second mold half aie positioned fot pinching a paiison when the first 
and second mold halves close, 

wherein each of the protrusions fuithei compiises: a first side smface; a second side 
suiface; and a flat suiface that intersects the fii-st and second side smf aces; and 

whei ein each flat smface is substantially parallel to an inner* mold face of each pinch bai's 
respective mold half !. 

15.. (Previously presented) An appaiatus compiising: 
a mold having fii st and second halves; 

a first pinch bar attached to the first cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bar of the 
first cavity of the first mold half having a smface and a protiusion that extends fiom the surface; 

a first pinch bar attached to the second cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bai' of 
the second cavity of the first mold half having a smface and a piottusion that extends fiom the 
smface; 
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a second pinch bat attached to the fii st cavity of the second mold half; the second pinch 
bai- of the fit st cavity of the second mold half having a suiface and a protitision that extencte fiom 
the sinface; and 

a second pinch bai" attached to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bai of the second cavity of the second mold halfhaving a siiiface and a prottusion that 
extends J&om the smface, 

wherein the protrusion of the first pinch bai' of the first cavity of the first mold half and 
the piotiusion of the second pinch bai of the first cavity of the second mold half are positioned 
for pinching a paiison when the fiist and second mold halves close, and the protiusion of the fir st 
pinch bat' of the second cavity of the fii st mold half and the pr otrusion of the second pinch bat of 
the second cavity of the second mold half ar e positioned for pinching a paiison v/hen the fir st 
and second mold halves close, 

wherein each of the piotiusions further comprises: a first side surface; a second side 
suiface; and a flat suiface that intersects the first and second side surfaces; and 

wherein each flat suiface is substantially coplanai' to or extends beyond an innei" mold 
face of each pinch bar's r espective mold half- 
Id. (Previously presented) An appar atus comprising: 

a mold having fir st and second halves; 

a fii'st pinch bar^ attached to the first cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bar of the 
fii-st cavity of the first mold half having a sutfiace and a protrusion that extends fiom the surface; 

a first pinch baii attached to the second cavity of the fiist mold half; the first pinch bar of 
the second cavity of the first mold halfhaving a suiface and a protiusion that extends fiom the 
suiface; 

a second pinch bar attached to the first cavity of the second mold half; the second pinch 
bar of the first cavity of the second mold halfhaving a suiface and a protrusion that extends fiom 
the surface; and 
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a second pinch bai' attached to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bai' of the second cavity of the second mold half having a smface and a piotinsion that 
extends ftom the smface, 

wherein the protrusion of the fiist pinch bai- of the fiist cavity of the first mold half and 
the protrusion of the second pinch bai of the first cavity of the second mold half are positioned 
for pinching a paiison when the first and second mold halves close, and the piotiusion of the first 
pinch bai' of the second cavity of the fir st mold half and the protrusion of the second pinch bar of 
the second cavity of the second mold half are positioned fox pinching a parison when the fiist 
and second mold halves close, 

wherein each of the protrusions ftuther comprises: a first side surface; a second side 
surface; and a flat smface that intersects the first and second side surfaces, and 

wherein a cross-section of each of the protrusions is a truncated triangle. 

17 (Canceled) 

1 8.. (Previously presented) An apparatus comprising: 
a mold having first and second halves; 

a first pinch bar attached to the first cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bar' of the 
first cavity of the first mold half having a surface and a protrusion that extends fiom the surface; 

a first pinch bar attached to the second cavity of the first mold half, the first pinch bar of 
the second cavity of the first mold half having a surface and a protrusion that extends fiom the 
surface; 

a second pinch bar* attached to the first cavity of the second mold half, the second pinch 
bar: of the first cavity of the second mold half having a surface and a protrusion that extends fiom 

the surface; and 

a second pinch bar attached to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar of the second cavity of the second mold half having a surface and a protrusion that 
extends from the surface. 
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wherein the piottusion of tlie fiist pinch bai' of the first cavity of the fiist mold half and 
the piotiusion of the second pinch bar of the fiist cavity of the second mold half aie positioned 
foi pinching a paiison when the fiist and second mold halves close, and the pioti-usion of the fiist 
pinch bat of the second cavity of the fii st mold half and the pi otiusion of the second pinch bai" of 
the second cavity of the second mold half are positioned foi' pinching a paiison when the first 
and second mold halves close; and 

whei'ein the mold is a dual-paiison mold.. 

Claims 19-20 (Canceled) 

21, (Previously presented) An appaiatus comprising: 
a mold having first and second halves; 

a first pinch bar attached to the fust cavity of the fiist mold half, the first pinch bat of the 
fust cavity of the fir st mold half havmg a smface and a protiusion that extends fiom the smface; 

a first pinch bai' attached to the second cavity of the fiist mold half, the fiist pinch bar- of 
the second cavity of the first mold half having a smface and a piotiusion that extends fiom the 
surfiace; 

a second pinch bai attached to the first cavity of the second mold half, the second pinch 
bai' of the first cavity of the second mold half having a surface and a piotiusion that extends fiom 
the surface; and 

a second pinch bai attached to the second cavity of the second mold half, the second 
pinch bar* of the second cavity of the second mold half having a surface and a piotiusion that 
extends fiom the smface, 

wheiein the protrusion of the first pinch bai' of the fiist cavity of the fiist mold half and 
the protiusion of the second pinch bar of the fir st cavity of the second mold half are positioned 
foi' pinching a paiison when the fii st and second mold halves close^ and the pi otiusion of the fir st 
pinch bai' of the second cavity of the fir st mold half and the piotiusion of the second pinch bar of 
the second cavity of the second mold half aie positioned for pinching a paiison when the first 
and second mold halves close, 
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wheiein each of the piotiusions fuithei compiises: a Sist side suiiace; a second side 
suiface; and a flat suiface that inteisects the first and second side smf aces; and 
wherein the flat smiace has a width of about 0.008-0,010 inches. 

22. (Original) The appaiatus of claim 2 1 , wherein the flat suiface has a width of about 0 .009 
inches- 



Claims 23-25 (Canceled) 



